Tough Image
Gang involved youth believe that a very tough, mean or aggressive image is very important.  Children that are be-

coming gang members will begin to act very tough, often times using curse words and using a defiant posture whenever they are con-fronted.
Starts Using A Nickname
In the world of gangs you are not anyone until you have earned a nickname.  Gang members refer to each other by nickname.  In some gangs, youth do not know the real names of members but just the street name or nickname.  Parents and teachers should be aware of different type of gang nick-names and should not allow children to use nicknames that are associated with gangs or violence such as “Lil Killa,” “Sniper,” “C-dog,” “B-dog,” “Psycho,” etc.

Loss of Self Identity
Gang members live and die for the gang. In some cases it becomes very difficult for gang involved youth to do anything without their fellow gang members.  These children begin to lose focus on what their life was like before the gang.  It becomes very hard to separate themselves from the gang.  They will always refer to the gang.

Secrecy
Many gang involved youth possess gang related paraphernalia, etc.  These youth may hide gang paraphernalia, drugs or weapons in the house.  They may not want parents to see graffiti written on clothing, backpacks, furniture or the walls of bedrooms.  They may try to get a lock on the bedroom door or threaten parents if they try to get into the bedroom.

Money
Some youth get involved with gangs to make money illegally.  Crimes may include armed robbery, selling drugs, being a look-out for drug dealers, auto theft/burglary, etc.  Parents should be concerned over unexplained money or material goods such as jewelry, radios, televisions, computer games, etc.

	
 AWARENESS


Excessive Sleeping
Research indicates that teenagers naturally need more sleep than adults.  However, gang members like to hang out late at night.  In addition, gangs may commit crimes such as drive-by shootings or graffiti late at night.  Thus, gang members are often up until early in the morning and may sleep until noon or beyond.  Excessive sleeping may also indicate alcohol or other drug use.

Cuts and Bruises
Gang members tend to get into more physical confrontations than positive groups such as the Boy Scouts.  Fights may occur between gang members in the same gang, or with rival gangs, or even with individuals that are not part of the gang world.  Be aware of unexplained cuts and bruises, especially on the knuckles and hands (from hitting objects or people).

Tattoos
Gang members use tattoos to demonstrate what gang they belong to.  Younger gang members may use a pen or magic marker to draw the gangs name or initials on their body.  They may also draw their gang nickname and use other gang slogans for their tattoos.  Older individuals may “carve” or “brand” gang related symbols or words into their skin.  Eventually this behavior will lead to the individual getting a permanent tattoo.  A youth that proudly displays a fake or real gang tattoo is demonstrating that they are currently involved with a gang.

Graffiti
Like tattoos, graffiti can be the name of a gang, initials, numbers or symbols that are associated with the gang.  Graffiti is not just written on the walls of buildings but can be found on books, notebooks, backpacks, clothing, and furniture.  Graffiti is used to mark gang territory or demonstrates involvement in gangs.  Youth that are involved with gangs will generally have graffiti written on personal possessions.
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