
SDCOE Teacher Effectiveness and Preparation
www.sdcoe.net/teacherprep   @SDCOE4Educators

There are many pathways to becoming an educator.
Here’s a quick guide to earning your...

Tips!
Multiple Subject Credential  - CA

Bachelor’s Degree

Traditional Teacher Prep 
Program - coursework 

followed by student 
teaching

Internship Program - 
coursework while you are 
also a teacher of record

California Basic Educational Skills Test 
(CBEST) or Alternatives to the CBEST 

https://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/leafl
ets/basic-skills-requirement-(cl-667)

Traditional prep 
program or paid 

internship 
program (1-2 yrs)

The school/district will let 
you know what level of 
clearance and type of 
fingerprints are required. 
SDCOE has fingerprinting 
services on our main 
campus and in San Marcos.
www.sdcoe.net/credentials

Reading Instruction 
Competency Assessment 

(RICA)

If your degree is from 
outside the US, you’ll need 
a U.S. Constitution course 
or equivalency exam.

Once you receive your 
credential, apply through 

Edjoin.org or directly through 
the school/district

Information about 
California educator 
credentialing assessments 
at ctcexams.nesinc.com

Traditional - potential 
access to federal financial 
aid

Internship - paycheck, 
benefits, and retirement 
but no fed aid $

Videos to help you prepare 
for a teaching career at 
bit.ly/EDUcareervideos

Self-contained classroom - typically elementary but can be preschool-12, or in classes 
primarily for adults

California Subject 
Examinations for Teachers 

(CSET) or Approved 
Subject Matter Equivalency

For Complete Credential Information and Details See ctc.ca.gov/credentials

Start!

Let’s

Teach!

Obtain an 
intern position 

with a 
school/district

SDCOE Special Education 
Internship program info at 
www.sdcoe.net/teacherprep

SDCOE has CBEST, CSET, and 
RICA test prep!

Certificate of Clearance 
(fingerprinting) is required 
before student teaching or 
beginning an internship.
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